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To schedule a House Blessing, Wedding, Baptism, 40 

Day Baby Blessing, Memorial, Trisagion, Hospital Visit, 

Visit to a shut -in or pastoral meeting with priest,   call 

Lena at 727 -937 -3540  

 
For Information concerning òTreasureó Commitment of 

your O.C.L.M. or any Financial Matters, call Anastasia 

at 727 -937 -3540  

 
To check availability on any of our facilities, call                                                                                      

Lena  at 727 -937 -3540.  

 
The staff of the Cathedral is here to serve you.  

Table of Contents 

S t .  N i c h o l a s  C a t h e d r a l  

 

Rev. Fr. Michael Eaccarino  

Protopresbyter  

Proistamenos / Dean 

 

Church: (727) 937-3540 ext. 222 

Cell: (727) 946-9065 

E-mail: fm@papouli.net 

 Summer 2010                                                    St. Nicholas Cathedral Vine                                                                 Page 2 

Father Michael  4-5 

Parish Council President 6 

Finance  Committee 7-10 

Faith in Action Committee 11 

Sacraments - Weddings 14 

Sacraments - Baptisms 35 

Sacraments - Funerals 48 

Committees & Ministries of St. Nicholas 12 

St. Nicholas Organizational Chart 13 

What happened to ñSTEWARDSHIPò?  15-16 

Members in Good Standing                                              16-19 

When Your Mind Wanders During Prayer 19 

Diakona Center / Guardian Angels 20-22 

ñCome & Seeò - Laity Conference 24-27 

On The Joy of Being Orthodox 28-29 

ɊŮɡŭɞˊɟɞűɐŰŮɠ 30-31 

Committee Reports: 

  Greek School 

Catechism News 

GOYA Youth Ministry 

Greek Dance    

St. Nicholas Pre-School 

 

32 

10. 34 

47 

46 

36-37 

Why Evangelicals Turn to the Church Fathers  33 

On The Church 38 

On the Duties of the Choir Singer 39-40 

ñWe just donôt like it!ò 41 

Minor Words of the Liturgy 42-45 

Parish Council Minutes 49-58 

  

2010 Parish Council 
 

Executive Board  

 

Nicholas Chagaris   President   
Chris Palaidis    Vice-President    

Harry Andropoulos   Treasurer  
Karen Markopulos   Secretary  

 

Members  

 
Chris Angelou 

Johanna Kossifidis     
Nicholas Manias      

Nikitas Manias        

Gary Megaloudis       
Nick Nicholas 

Manuel Pondakos  

Charles Samarkos 

George Stamas  
John Stamas  

Jim Stavropoulos   
Georgia Tsangaris  

Manuel Tsesmelis 

http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2009/11/why-evangelicals-turn-to-church-fathers.html


 

 Summer 2010                                                      St. Nicholas Cathedral Vine                                                                  Page 3 

St. Nicholas Cathedral Parish Ministries  

AHEPA James Miller  727 -243 -4546  Halki Society  727 -937 -6243  Andi Stavrakis  

Altar Boys  Manuel Vestas 727 -943 -8484  
Hellenic Benevolent 
Society  

727 -937 -1275 James Kaneris  

Athenian Society  Helen Karafilis  727 -934 -9963  Hope & Joy  
727 -943 -5840  
727 -278 -8250  

Drossos Monokandilos 

Anita Tsesmelis  

Bookstore           
Coordinator  

Georgette Vestas  727 -943 -8484  Human Resources 
727 -937 -6604  
727 -937 -3484  

Arty Giallourakis  
Tina Chagaris 

Building, Maintenance 
& Grounds Committee  

Jim Leventelis  727 -938 -3336  
Information     
Technology 

727 -376 -1979 Nick Meyers  

Bylaws / Records  Manuel Tsesmelis 727 -798 -7037  Kalymnian Society  727 -858 -2630  Costas Sisois 

Catechetical     
Ministry  

Louisa Delaportas  727 -943 -5523  Legal Counsel 
727 -942 -4433  
727 -946 -2225  

Charles Samarkos 
Jerry Theophilopoulos  

Catering / Facility 
Rental  

Georgia Tsangaris  727 -515- 
Organizational   
Development 

727 -945 -1286 Manuel Pondakos 

Chios Society  Nicholas Kalafatis  727 -376 -2649  
Orthodox Christian 
Living 

727 -942 -4433  Charles Samarkos 

Choir -  1st Liturgy  
Choir -  2nd Liturgy  
Choir -  Byzantine  

Katie Faklis  
Derose Andropoulos  

Demetri Mott  

727 -937 -1214 
727 -942 -1473 
727 -992 -3374  

Outreach &    
Evangelism 

727 -934 -0504  
727 -492 -3716 

Theodora Genduso 
Nicholas Manias  

Communication /   
Publicity / Website  

Fay Legakis 727 -935 -5680  Pancyprian Society  727 -841-9549  Thelma Pieri  

Cretan Society  James Boutsoukas 727 -786 -8879  
Para- Church     
Organizations  

727 -858 -2630  
727 -709 -5817 

Costas Sisois 
Karen Markopoulos 

Education, Culture  
Youth Diakonia  

Chris Angelou 727 -942 -9146 
Parish Council 
President  

727 -937 -3484  Nick Chagaris  

Endowment        
Committee  

Manuel Tsesmelis 727 -798 -7037  Parochial School  727 -942 -0580  Regina Planes 

Epiphany       
Celebration  

Johanna          
Kossifidis  

727 -937 -5663  
Daughters of  
Penelope 

727 -942 -6252  Ann Miller  

Faith in Action     
Ministry  

Nikitas  Manias  727 -772 -9577  Pre- School 727 -937 -7122 Jane Malone 

Finance Committee  George Stamas 727 -938 -1561 Philoptochos 727 -492 -4367  Helen Vaoris  

Festival  Tina Chagaris 727 -937 -3484  Prometheas Society  727 -692 -6565  Effie Vassiliou  

Fundraising  
Gary Megaloudis 
Nick Nicholas  

727 -944 -4791 
727 -9444967  

Real Estate  727 -942 -1197 John Stamas  

GOYA -  Junior  Cathy Carachi  727 -937 -3540  Scholarship  727 -808 -3895  Chris Palaidis 

GOYA -  Senior  
Maria Vazanellis -

Boffil  
727 -945 -1112 Symian Society  727 -937 -3602  Michael Faklis  

Greek Dance  
Maria Kouskoutis  
Litsa Economou 

727 -942 -7440  
727 -505 -6609  

Young Adult      
Ministry  

Ana Patsalides 
Michelle Karavokiros  

727 -410-1691 
727 -937 -1406 

Greek School  
Fr. Vasilios 
Tsourlis  

727 -947 -0266     



 

 Summer 2010                                                        St. Nicholas Cathedral Vine                                                               Page 4 

In this season when all of nature is renewed and we celebrate our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ having arisen from the 
dead and having defeated death for us, I hope that we all take a minute from our busy schedules to see how much we 
have been blessed. 

One blessing that God gives is children.  If God has entrusted us with children it is our responsibility as parents, to 
make sure they are set on the right path from an early age.  At the birth of all my children, there were always feelings of happi-
ness but there were also fear of failure to do what God is expecting me to do.  Two important caveats that Jesus talked about 
stuck in my head.  The first is that there is no such thing as lukewarm-only hot and cold.  The second occurred when He repri-
manded His disciples for keeping the children away and told them that they should not hinder the children from coming to Him for 
theirs is the  kingdom of heaven.  When we consistently put our spiritual life second by missing church because of other things 
that are scheduled on Sunday is that not being lukewarm?  By not being in church consistently does that not hinder our children 
from receiving communion and learning to worship God in His house? 

As a Catechism School teacher I am saddened by the pattern of attendance that occurs every year.  We always start out with full 
classes and the numbers go down as the year goes on.  I have twenty seven registered in my class and consistently get five.   I 
realize some come to church with their parents and may not come to Catechism School.  This is by far the most important thing 
that we as parents need to do.   However, the vast majority I do not even see in church.  I hope and pray that we all will, as this 
season suggests, begin anew and commit ourselves and our children to worshipping God all year long and throughout our lives. 

Other blessings that we have are time and talent.  We have been remiss is not utilizing the talent of those who have offered it.  It 
has gotten to the point where some have not even filled that section out on their pledge card indicating what they would like to 
help with.  We as a Parish Council are renewing our commitment to doing this.  The most important reason for doing this is that 
when one gives of their time and talent there is a feeling of belonging that occurs.  I donôt think that any amount of money can 
compare with when you give of your time.  Money can always be regained but time can never be.  Please consider giving of your 
time and talent to your church or to help the Philoptochos or any of the ministries that we have.  We have the chart showing the 
different committees and who you can call if you would like to participate. 

I am sure everyone knows what is coming next-the blessing of money.  Money seems to be the greatest stumbling block for a lot 
of Christians.  The reality is it a barometer of oneôs spiritual life.  It is not the amount that matters-Jesus made sure we realize 
this when He pointed out to His disciples the poor widow giving the two coins as an offering and telling his disciples that the 
penny was more than the large sums put in by others since she from her poverty gave.  Our summer months are coming and we 
will be forced to borrow money from our line of credit to pay off the bills to keep the church going.  This pattern will continue for-
ever until we make a thoughtful consideration to see how we give in relation to how we have been given. 

As many have noticed the church has fallen into deeper disrepair from damage caused by water intrusion.  We are addressing 
the restoration this year and we will bring this to the upcoming Parish Assembly for a vote to go forward with it.  The restoration 
will involve the replacement of the copper roof on the dome and a resealing of the joints between the stone and brick along with 
the outside.  Once the outside is finished the inside will be repaired. 

We are thankful to the anonymous donor that donated the money for upgrading the menôs bathroom in Fr. Tryfon Hall and also to 
retile the floor in the hall.  These items were in need of upgrading for many years.  May God bless him and his family! 

May God grant Metropolitan Nikitas and Fr. Michael along with Fr. John and Fr. Nick many years and the protection of the Holy 
Spirit so they may continue to do Godôs work. 

Likewise, many thanks to all the staff and volunteers that not only got us through Holy Week but organized and worked hard for 
our cathedral to: put together a successful Friday retreat for our children, offer a Pascha picnic where many gathered to cele-
brate Pascha, gather palms and to make the palm crosses, decorate a beautiful epitaphio, dye and wrap the eggs, stay late and 
clean our cathedral for the Saturday morning liturgy, chant and sing in the choir so that the words and music of angels would be 
heard in our church, keep order during communion and after the dismissal.  If I was to list the names of those that did all these 
wonderful things I may sadden someone by forgetting them. 

Only God can open our hearts and allow us to understand and all of us are not at the same level of understanding.  Let us be 
patient with one another so that we may be examples of Godôs patience for us and remember that when the prodigal son came 
back to his father, the father ran to him and accepted him without reprimanding him.  His brother however, refused to go into the 
house when he heard he came back for he felt he did not deserve to be there.  God is warning us to not be like the brother who 
did not accept his repentant brother.  Perhaps we can embellish this story and say that the brother who stayed with the father 
also left his father.  But instead of searching for worldly happiness he left to find his brother and remind him how much he is 
missed by everyone at their fatherôs house and invite him back to where he was meant to be.  This is our responsibility.  I ask of 
everyone who may know of someone that has left the church, for whatever reason, to call them and invite them back so that they 
may come and remember what it feels like to be in their Fatherôs house. 

Nick Chagaris 
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Call 727.937 -3540 

 

Www. Epiphanycity.org  

 

 

Spanos - PapPas Community Center  
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By George P. Stamas Finance Committee  

Dear Parish Members, please find included with this report; 
 

A. 2010 Year to Date Activities Report  ñ1/1/01 to 6/30/10 - Comparison to Same Period in 2009ò 

B. Stewardship Receipts Report and Graph updated through 6/30/10 

C. Line of Credit Activities Graph updated though 6/30/10 
 

SYNOPSIS OF FINANCIAL CONDITION; 
 

Income / Expense Activity Report  
The attached financial reports indicate that we are generally adhering to the budget for 2010. The attached report shows that in 
comparing 2010 to 2009, income for the first six months of 2010 is $33,670.94 or 5.68% better than the same period in 2009. 
Expenses are $24,393.71 or 4.64% higher than the same period in 2009. 
 

Several items in the income category are noteworthy;  1) It is concerning that the Stewardship receipts for the year are 
$28,815.98.08 or 12.91% less than the amount recorded for the same period in 2009.  2.) General Donations are $10,998.83 or 
27.90% greater than received during the same period last year. 3) Fundraising revenues, including the income from the Epiph-
any events, the Festival and other fundraisers are $33,808.54 or 82.09% ahead of revenues received last year at this time. 4) 
Rental Revenues from facility rentals are $11,745.42 or 35.82% less than for the same period last year. 
 

Generally, we are doing a good job of controlling our expenses, however, our expenditures this year are $24,393.71 greater than 
for the same period last year primarily due to increased payments to our Archdiocese allocation.  The over expenditure of the 
Archdiocese Allocation amount is primarily due to the payment of $30,000 towards our balance due from 2009 in addition to 
making our regular 2010 Allocation payments during this period.  
 

In total, for the first six months of 2010 we have collected $100,558.35 more than we have expended. This is typical of our nor-
mal annual cash flow cycle where positive cash flows accrue during the first four or five months of the year with negative cash 
flows during the summer and fall months. 
 

It is important to note that we are expected to encounter several unbudgeted expenditures this year which could contribute to a 
budget shortfall by the end of 2010. The unbudgeted expenses include; 1) Compensation for our new second priest (due to ar-
rive at St. Nicholas in August 2010) and 2) Payment to the Metropolis of Atlanta to financially support the Diakonia Center facility. 
In total, these unbudgeted expenses are expected to total about $60,000 for 2010. 
 

Stewardship Report  
As of the end of June we have received 650 completed stewardship cards and pledges totaling $252,988.54. The reported 
pledges have been adjusted to include stewardship receipts from non-pledging stewards. These are from stewards who are 
making stewardship payments but did not include a pledge amount on their stewardship card.   
 

The activities report shows stewardship receipts of $207,652.54 through the end of June 2010 as compared to $236,378.52 for 
the same period in 2009. This $28,815.98 or 12.19% deficit in receipts is a troublesome trend as Stewardship giving represents 
approximately 38% of our Cathedralôs annual operating budget for 2010.  
 

The Stewardship Receipts Graph and table show the detail monthly stewardship receipts for 2010 and for several prior years.  
 

Line Of Credit  
Our line of credit balance at the end of June was $114,445.07.  Typically we will have to borrow from the line in late summer or 
early fall to pay expenses in excess of income during those periods. This cycle can be seen on the Line of Credit table and graph 
(attached).  
 

Cathedral Repair Fundraising Status  
Over the past several years the dome and roof elements of our Cathedral building have been leaking water into the interior of the 
building. The copper dome on the Cathedral building is the original from 1942 and has never been replaced. Much of the water 
intrusion is coming from leaks through the dome. We have had experts evaluate the cause and recommend action for the proper 
repair of the building. As a result it is now necessary to take action to address these issues before more structural damage oc-
curs from this condition. 
 

Our ñFaith in Actionò committee has selected the various building contractors to perform the necessary work to repair and restore 
the Cathedral building. We are currently developing a plan to raise funding to complete the following work;  copper dome re-
placement, replacement or repair of the copper flashing around the roofs, repairs to the sloped roofs, repairs to the exterior clad-
ding (i.e. brick work, decorative concrete details), waterproofing of the exterior elements and the repair of the damage to the Ca-
thedral building interior. 
 

We are now in the process of forming a fundraising committee for this project.  Estimated funding required, approximately 
$500,000. 
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Finance Committee  
continued  

                                  St Nicholas Cathedral       
 1/1/2010 to 6/30/10 (YTD) / Comparison to Same Period in 2009   

    
      
      
      
        2010    2010     2009   Change  Percent  
      Annual     YTD           Same Period                Change  
      Budget      
      
Candles    95,000.00 60,046.00 60,616.50    (570.50)   -0.94% 

General Donations   60,000.00 50,426.00 39,427.17 10,998.83   27.90% 

Interest Income      5,000.00        23.53 11,305.63         (11,282.10) -99.79% 

Pangari     32,000.00 17,096.73 18,133.10  (1,036.37)   -5.72% 

Stewardship              375,000.00        207,562.54        236,378.52         (28,815.98) -12.19% 

Trays     75,000.00 43,140.50 41,005.50    2,135.00     5.21% 

Epiphany & Fundraising Projects 99,000.00 74,994.66 41,186.12  33,808.54   82.09% 

Ministries:              182,500.00        146,138.57        108,521.37  37,617.20   34.66% 

Church Fees    10,000.00   5,777.00   6,445.00      (668.00)       -10.36% 

Advertising (Vine)            0.00          0.00      600.00      (600.00)     -100.00% 

Rentals     50,000.00 21,047.58 32,793.00 (11,745.42) -35.82% 

Misc       4,000.00      228.74    -3,601.00    3,829.74       -106.35% 

Total Revenue               987,500.00        626,481.85        592,810.91  33,670.94     5.68% 

      

Cost of Sales    19,000.00 15,102.16 12,294.30    2,807.86   22.84% 

      

Administrative Expenses  74,800.00 35,671.31 36,160.77     (489.46)   -1.35% 

Buildings & Grounds             141,100.00 55,773.20 58,263.75  (2,490.55)   -4.27% 

Charity       2,000.00      650.00          0.00      650.00         100.00% 

Epiphany & Fundraising Projects 24,000.00 27,327.21 24,470.48   2,856.73   11.67% 

Insurance                48,550.00 22,479.95 25,244.24  (2,764.29) -10.95% 

Ministry Expense             180,060.00        131,200.19        100,989.21 30,210.98   29.92% 

Archdiocese Allocation / Pension          136,400.00 80,700.00 50,700.00 30,000.00   59.17% 

Metropolis Obligation     1,200.00      600.00               600.00          0.00     0.00% 

Staff Salaries / Benefits             353,890.00        152,885.43        189,919.80         (37,034.37) -19.50% 

Interest Expense     6,500.00   3,534.05   2,887.24       646.81   22.40% 

Total Expenses & COS              987,500.00        525,923.50        501,529.79  24,393.71     4.64% 

      

Cumulative Cash Flow             0.00        100,558.35 91,281.12    9,277.23  10.16% 

      
** This compares the income and expenses YTD through April 30, 2010 with the same period last year.  
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  ST NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL   

 WHITNEY BANK - LINE OF CREDIT (LOC) ACTIVITY  

      

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Jan   $    270,696.38   $       60,445.37   $      153,401.41   $    168,445.00  

Feb   $    270,696.38   $       60,445.37   $      153,401.41   $    168,445.00  

Mar   $    152,521.33   $       60,445.37   $      134,445.07   $    134,445.07  

Apr   $        8,445.37   $       19,788.35   $      109,445.07   $    134,445.07  

May   $        8,445.37   $       19,788.35   $      109,445.07   $    114,445.07  

Jun   $      26,445.37   $       38,788.35   $      109,445.07   $    114,445.07  

Jul   $      26,445.37   $       73,788.35   $      109,445.07   

Aug   $      40,445.37   $       98,788.35   $      154,455.07   

Sep  $   298,500.00   $      40,445.37   $       98,788.35   $      154,445.07   

Oct  $   298,500.00   $      60,445.37   $     139,788.35   $      179,445.07   

Nov  $   275,696.38   $      60,445.37   $     139,788.35   $      179,445.07   

Dec  $   270,696.38   $      60,445.37   $     168,401.41   $      165,445.07   

      

Finance Committee  
continued  
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Catechism  

 
"And on the first day, God Created......."    This year our VCS students learned about God's Creations and His gifts to human-

kind!  The children learned of their responsibility to the Earth and God's expectations of us.  We 
learned of the damage man has visited upon the Earth, such as deforestation in the Rainforest, 
the oil slick in the Gulf, the killing of the Coral Reefs, the hole in the Ozone Layer from pollution 
and of other damage due to man's carelessness.  We learned from the stories of the Old Testa-
ment, from books, from scientific experiments, and from the Lorax - who speaks for the 
trees! We created murals to show our community what God created and we learned in church 
from the lessons Fr. Michael taught.  It was a wonderful week filled with fun!  
 
The VCS committee would like to thank our wonderful staff, Mrs. Lia Prodromidis, Mrs. Maria 
Billirakis, Ms. Galatiani Maglis, Mr. John Maglis, Mrs. Tina Chagaris and Fr. George Patidis.  We 
also had wonderful helpers, Mrs. Eleni, Mrs. Maria, Madai, and Jocelyn Prodro-
midis,   Hugo Markopoulos,  Panagiota Kouskoutis,  and Ms Anna Athanasatos.  We thank them 
for their committment to the students and to our St. Nicholas.  A good time was had by all!!  

-  VCS -  2010  

https://3zlxha.blu.livefilestore.com/y1mgFrWxbguDx0OyxgugvRBsEPcPsM6gvCDrrydI3_8BGEyko7nEfs6cm1cUtlKvCGsbRKNhpxjP6wbKLE3GVJlqkan2dDsCvDWlOvIcjDhhWq75irXxWXeOYJJGJyBlb8zlLEjj1H5iM5v__75NSHlHQ/creationanimal_kingdomebay.jpg?psid=1
https://3zlxha.blu.livefilestore.com/y1moB3yFjHmOoc-fHorFImzJ6naB4GQTEwpZlVygcmDmrRCL-3H1HnR49rjxh83v-gwvo6gEVN4z6TlDvWqS8nQLPVmeHSZ2fW8CtayJmb5rVffEi8YR5-tl71JCfZ0Sl9aabw1-bXfssWMn0c3VWxN6Q/JamesSamanth-VCS-2010 042.jpg?psid=1
https://3zlxha.blu.livefilestore.com/y1m784wLvcPoGhXbxG5vVGsY5H_r5wJJxAVKQVAZ0MlZvuSUYM3k4wbjrPC37U43gyLtkV365stEpfJitt872vHM0tvuwh0153t5gv1JOW0hfTDwz6UkQ1hvfUxs4t9XUHCaBkJkeZum1pNhjrMJLeUWQ/Vacation Church School 2010 035.jpg?psid=1
https://3zlxha.blu.livefilestore.com/y1mV1OzPI40PluucL0rIwSMviyLVM7iKYePaKWgaoi_bgFEnzJdiGajOeqq9b9LLSbC8K81bUHK5xPYmcIYGLSsoaPpipBCPDwaCnYP81M_4rkqIx1DKiU6kss9FjgJBQhauuHV6pIIX0WFSLnLfeFk1w/Vacation Church School 2010 027.jpg?psid=1
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Faith in Action Committee  

Renovation and Beautification of  St. Nicholas Cathedral  
 
 
 
 
Dear Parish Family, 
 
The time has come to hear about the need for our Cathedral to be restored.  Only this time it is our LAST chance.  As you can 
see the interior of the Cathedral is being destroyed by water infiltration.  We have found that the exterior upper dome and the 
caulking are causing the majority of the problems.  If we continue to do nothing the infrastructure, which is all wood, will rot and 
the dome will collapse.  Our committee has researched the problem, and is currently in the bid review process.  We plan on be-
ginning repairs right after hurricane season in October, 2010. 
 
Now we must look at the cost.  Our estimates have ranged from $500,000 to one million dollars.  It will depend greatly on what 
we find once the copper dome is peeled back.  We have no choice but to proceed and pray God will show us the way. 
 
We can and must do the necessary things to keep our Cathedral the Orthodox landmark it is! 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

Nikitas Manias 
Committee Chairperson 

View of concrete dome at top of North carillon tower. 
The concrete is highly weathered and requires new 

joint sealant and another application of water repellent. 

Solder joint temporarily repaired with silicone sealant. 


